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       The Corporation of the Town of Grimsby 

          Administration 
          Office of the Town Clerk 
          160 Livingston Avenue, Grimsby, ON L3M 0J5 
          Phone: 905-945-9634 Ext. 2171 | Fax: 905-945-5010 
          Email: vsteele@grimsby.ca 
 
August 13, 2026 

 
SENT VIA E-MAIL 
premier@ontario.ca 
 
Attention: The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
 
RE: Request for Expansion of Provincial Disaster Assistance Programs 
  
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Grimsby at its 
meeting held on August 10, 2026, passed the following resolution: 

  
C-26-166 
Moved by:   Councillor DiFlavio 
Seconded by:  Councillor Freake 
 
Resolved that the Council of the Town of Grimsby request that the Province of 
Ontario review and expand its available disaster assistance programs to better 
reflect the impacts experienced by residents, businesses, farms and 
municipalities during these events; and 
 

1. That the Province consider the impacts experienced across the entire 
Niagara Region when determining eligibility for disaster assistance; and 
 

2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local MPP, the Regional 
Municipality of Niagara and the municipalities across Niagara for their 
support. 

 
If you require any additional information, please let me know.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Victoria Steele  
Town Clerk 

Received August 13, 2026
C-2026-211
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CC: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 Hon. Sam Oosterhoff, Associate Minister of Energy-Intensive Industries 
 Regional Municipality of Niagara  
 Municipalities within the Niagara Region 
 Sarah Kim, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Victoria Steele, Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk 
 Brandon Wartman, Director of Public Works 
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August 13, 2026 
 
Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
 
Re: Town of Ingersoll Resolution - Extending the Deadline for Notice of Intention to 
Designate Listed Heritage Properties 
 
Dear Premier Ford, 
 
Please be advised that at their regular meeting on August 10, 2026, Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll adopted the following resolution: 
 

Resolution # 2026-228 
 
Moved by Councillor Eus; seconded by Councillor Haliru 
 
THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll receive the 
correspondence from the Municipality of Kincardine regarding Extending the 
Deadline for Notice of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties; 
 
AND THAT Council support the resolution to extend the deadline for notice of 
intention to designate listed heritage properties; 
 
AND THAT the resolution be forwarded to other municipalities in Ontario, Oxford 
MPP Ernie Hardeman, all relevant ministries and the provincial government.  
 
CARRIED 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Julie Clayton 
 
Julie Clayton 
Deputy Clerk 
 

cc:  Hon. Graham McGregor, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ernie Hardeman, Member of Provincial Parliament for Oxford 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All municipalities in Ontario 

Received August 13, 2026 
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August 13, 2026 
 
Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
 
Re: Town of Ingersoll Resolution - Review of OLT and Enhancing Deference to 
Municipal Planning Decisions 
 
Dear Premier Ford, 
 
Please be advised that at their regular meeting on August 10, 2026, Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll adopted the following resolution: 
 

Resolution # 2026-230 
 
Moved by Councillor Eus; seconded by Councillor Bowman 
 
THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll receive the 
correspondence from the Town of the Blue Mountains regarding Review of OLT and 
Enhancing Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 
 
AND THAT Council support the resolution regarding Review of OLT and Enhancing 
Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 
 
AND THAT the resolution be forwarded to other municipalities in Ontario, Oxford 
MPP Ernie Hardeman, all relevant ministries, and the provincial government.  
 
CARRIED 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Julie Clayton 
 
Julie Clayton 
Deputy Clerk 
 

cc:  Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ernie Hardeman, Member of Provincial Parliament for Oxford 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All municipalities in Ontario 

Received August 13, 2026
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YES: 6

 
NO: 0

 
ABSENT: 1

The Town of The Blue Mountains
Council Meeting

Title: Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby

Date: Monday, July 13, 2026

Time: 6:16 PM

Moved by: Councillor Hope

Seconded by: Councillor Porter

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information the June 25, 2026, correspondence
from Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby, and supports the June 22, 2026 Town of
Whitby Council resolution regarding a Review of Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal
Planning Decisions;

AND THAT Council directs staff to circulate this resolution of support to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Local Members of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities (AMO)
and all Ontario Municipalities for consideration and support

 

 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1

The motion is Carried

Deputy Mayor Bordignon
Councillor McKinlay

Councillor Ardiel
Councillor Porter

Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell

Mayor Matrosovs



Town of Whitby 
575 Rossland Road East,  
Whitby, ON L1N 2M8 
905.430.4300 
whitby.ca 
  

 
 

June 25, 2026 

Via Email 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario  
premier@ontario.ca  
  
 
Re: Review of the Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 

Planning Decisions 
 
Please be advised that at its meeting held on June 22, 2026, the Council of the Town of 
Whitby adopted the following as Resolution # 166-26: 
 

Whereas local councils are elected by residents to make planning decisions that 
reflect the needs and priorities of their communities; 
 
Whereas municipalities rely on extensive public consultation, professional 
planning advice, engineering studies, and technical reports when making land-
use decisions; 
 
Whereas the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) has the authority to overturn municipal 
planning decisions, often requiring municipalities to spend significant taxpayer 
dollars defending decisions that have already undergone a thorough local review 
process; 
 
Whereas lengthy and costly appeals can delay housing projects, consume 
municipal resources, and reduce the ability of municipalities to focus on 
delivering services to residents; and, 
 
Whereas local governments should have greater certainty and authority when 
decisions are consistent with approved Official Plans, provincial policies, and 
sound planning principles. 
 
Now Therefore be it Resolved: 
 

1. That the Government of Ontario be requested to review the role and 
mandate of the Ontario Land Tribunal to ensure greater respect for 
municipal planning decisions that are supported by evidence, public 
consultation, and approved planning policies; 
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August 13, 2026 
 
Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
 
Re: Town of Ingersoll Resolution - Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax 
 
Dear Premier Ford, 
 
Please be advised that at their regular meeting on August 10, 2026, Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll adopted the following resolution: 
 

Resolution # 2026-229 
 
Moved by Councillor Eus; seconded by Councillor Haliru 
 
THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll receive the 
correspondence from the Town of Plympton-Wyoming regarding Vacant Commercial 
Storefront Tax; 
 
AND THAT Council support the resolution regarding Vacant Commercial Storefront 
Tax; 
 
AND THAT the resolution be forwarded to other municipalities in Ontario, Oxford 
MPP Ernie Hardeman, all relevant ministries and the provincial government.  
 
CARRIED 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Julie Clayton 
 
Julie Clayton 
Deputy Clerk 
 

cc:  Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ernie Hardeman, Member of Provincial Parliament for Oxford 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All municipalities in Ontario 

Received August 13, 2026
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 ✔ 
Carried  Defeated  Deferred 

 

 Yay Nay 

Gary L. Atkinson   

Netty McEwen   

Alex Boughen   

Kristen Rodrigues   

John van Klaveren   

Mike Vasey   

Bob Woolvett   

 

 
 

   

   
  

 
 
 
Date: 10 June 2026 ______20_______ 
 
Moved By: 

 
Councillor Mike Vasey 

 

 
Seconded By: 

 
Councillor John van Klaveren 

 

 
 
That Council Support correspondence item 'h' from Prince Edward County regarding Vacant 
Commercial Storefront Tax. 



 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

May 18, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 12, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding exploring the feasibility of a Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax was 
carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-207 

DATE:        May 12, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Braney 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Engelsdorfer 

WHEREAS the vitality of Prince Edward County's main streets is essential to the economic, 
social, and cultural health of our community; 

WHEREAS there are numerous long-term vacant commercial storefronts, which detracts 
from the character of the community, reduces pedestrian traffic, discourages business 
investment, and negatively impacts the viability of surrounding small businesses; 

WHEREAS the current Municipal Act, 2001 does not provide municipalities with the explicit 
legal authority to implement a "Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax," although other 
jurisdictions are actively advocating for such tools to address similar challenges; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Council of the Corporation of the County 
of Prince Edward: 

1. THAT staff be directed to report back to Council on the feasibility of implementing a 
Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax, including an analysis of the necessary provincial 
legislative changes required, recommendations for stakeholder consultation, and to 
concurrently explore potential enforceable mechanisms available under current 
legislation; 

2. THAT the Council of the Corporation of the County of Prince Edward hereby 
requests that the Government of Ontario amend the Municipal Act, 2001 to grant 
Ontario municipalities the permissive authority to implement a "Vacant Commercial 
Storefront Tax" or similar levy to encourage the productive use of long-term vacant 
retail properties; 

3. THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
the Premier of Ontario, and the Member of Provincial Parliament representing the 
Corporation of the County of Prince Edward for their immediate consideration; and 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

4. THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) for their endorsement and advocacy. 

CARRIED 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Braney, Councillor Engelsdorfer 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


              Date of this Notice: Thursday August 13, 2026 
 

 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 

REVIEW OF THE WEST LINCOLN OFFICIAL PLAN 

CULTIVATING WEST LINCOLN: NEW OFFICIAL PLAN 

HAVE YOUR SAY IN WEST LINCOLN’S FUTURE! 
 

WHAT IS AN OFFICIAL PLAN? 

An Official Plan is a long-range land use planning document that includes a vision, goals, and 
policies to guide growth and change. West Lincoln’s new Official Plan will provide direction for land 
use and development in the Township through to 2051. It must be consistent with Provincial policy 
and conform to applicable Provincial plans. The purpose of preparing a new Official Plan is to 
reflect the current Provincial planning framework and support the strategic goals and priorities of 
the community and Council. 
 
CREATING A NEW OFFICIAL PLAN 

West Lincoln’s current Official Plan was adopted by Council in 2014 to guide growth and 
development in the Township until 2031. Since then, the Plan has been amended several times, 
and significant changes have been made to Provincial legislation and policy. On March 31, 2025, 
the Province removed planning responsibilities from Niagara Region. As a result, the Niagara 
Region Official Plan now applies as a local plan in West Lincoln and will remain in effect until the 
Township adopts its new Official Plan. These changes have created the need for a new Official 
Plan that reflects the current planning framework, is easier to use and provides clear direction for 
future development applications. 
 
THE NEW OFFICIAL PLAN  

The new Official Plan will address where and how West Lincoln will grow, including housing and 
affordability, employment, transportation, environmental protection, agriculture, cultural heritage 
and climate change. It will also reflect the Township’s strategic priorities and be designed for easy 
online use. 
 

PUBLIC MEETING INFORMATION 

 

The public meeting to initiate the New Official Plan is being held under provision of Section 26 of 
the Planning Act. 
 

DATE: Monday, September 14, 2026 

TIME: 6:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Council Chambers Township Hall, 318 Canborough Street, Smithville 

 

This meeting can be attended in-person. If you do not wish to speak, this public meeting will be 
livestreamed at: www.westlincoln.ca/OfficialPlan  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & HAVE YOUR SAY 
 

Public input into the development of the new Official Plan is welcomed and encouraged. You can 
provide input by speaking at the Special Meeting of Council, participating in future engagement 
events, completing the online survey or submitting comments through the project webpage. 
 
For more information and to complete the survey, visit www.westlincoln.ca/OfficialPlan. The 
webpage will be updated throughout the Official Plan process. You can also contact Township staff 
by calling Town Hall during regular business hours, Monday to Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Gerrit Boerema, Director of Growth and Sustainability 

Susan Smyth, Manager of Community Planning and Design 
Township of West Lincoln, Planning Department 

318 Canborough Street, Smithville, Ontario, L0R 2A0 
Telephone: 905-957-3346  

Email: OfficialPlan@westlincoln.ca 

Received August 13, 2026
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     Monthly Statistics

Wainfleet 2026 Niagara SPCA
Canine Control & SPCA(Animals picked up by A/S)

Calls Received Totals January February March April May June July August September October November December

Stray Dogs 9 1 2 2 2 0 0 2
Stray Cats 9 0 1 2 0 0 6 0
Wild life 41 5 6 8 6 8 1 7
Bylaw Infractions 32 3 3 2 5 6 7 6 0 0 0 0 0
Kennel Inspections 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

0

Monthly Totals 10 12 14 13 14 14 15 0 0 0 0 0
Annual Total 92

Total Bylaw infractions
Loose Dog 20 0 2 2 4 2 6 4
Excrement 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Barking Complaint 3 0 1 0 1 1 0 0
Dog Bites 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
Muzzle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 5 2 0 0 0 3 0 0

Monthly Totals 3 3 2 5 6 7 6 0 0 0 0 0
Annual Total 32

Mileage 4391 501 564 613 654 624 679 756

Patrols 107 10 13 14 15 16 18 21

calls & patrols 20 25 28 28 30 32 36 0 0 0 0 0

Shelter Services
Total Admissions(public drop off animals)

January February March April May June July August September October November December
Stray Dogs 3 0 0 1 1 0 1 0
Stray Cats 28 2 8 2 0 0 15 1
O/Surr. Dog & Cat 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
wildlife 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Monthly Totals 2 8 3 1 0 16 2 0 0 0 0 0
Annual Total 32

Total Adoptions 
Dogs 4 1 1 0 0 0 1 1
Cats 11 4 3 1 0 0 3 0

Monthly Totals 5 4 1 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0
Annual Total 15

Total Claimed  
Dogs 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 0
Cats 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Monthly Totals 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Annual Total 3

Total Euthanized
Dogs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cats 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
Wildlife 34 5 6 6 4 6 1 6

Monthly Totals 5 6 8 4 6 1 6 0 0 0 0 0
Annual Total 36
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