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NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release – August 9, 2022 

 
Wainfleet Prepares for ‘Huge’ Cultural Festival Event 

 
Wainfleet, ON – With a quiet country feel and welcoming shops and residents, 
the Township of Wainfleet has long been known as the place to go for small town 
charm with some unique rural and cultural experiences, such as the annual 
Wainfleet Fall Fair and the historic Marshville Festival. 
 
Despite its small population however, in less than one week’s time, Wainfleet will 
once again be hitting above its weight when it celebrates the cultures of 
Wainfleet and Nunavut by hosting a much anticipated concert event featuring 
Juno award-winning artist Susan Aglukark and a popular iconic band with local 
ties - the Great Lake Swimmers - at the Wainfleet Arena Park. 
 
“This is a huge event for Wainfleet as a community,” said Mayor Kevin Gibson. 
“It’s more than just a great evening for residents and visitors, it will bring a lot of 
people to visit our shops, businesses and markets, and to experience that unique 
country charm that Fleeters are so proud of.” 
 
The 13 For 13 Cultural Festivals will see each of Niagara’s 13 municipalities 
collaborate with one of Canada’s 13 provinces and territories to showcase the 
unique cultural heritage, entertainment, art, and culinary experiences of each 
pairing during their assigned special night.  
 
Wainfleet Deputy Clerk Meredith Ciuffetelli, who has been working with the 
Summer Games Host Society and the Festival Planning Committee to launch the 
event, said interest in the 13 For 13 Festival was strong among Wainfleet 
businesses, with some stepping up to help sponsor the event, including Bruce’s 
2x4 Diner, Pazzo’s Pizzeria, Lou’s Tire, and Gold-level Sponsor - the Port 
Colborne Golf and Country Club.    
 
“This is going to be an historic evening with world-class entertainment, food 
trucks, fireworks, games, family entertainment and the popular Wainfleet 
Farmers Market in its traditional country venue in our pavilion,” said Ciuffetelli.  
“We would like to sincerely thank our business sponsors for their support in 
coming forward and helping to make this event happen.” 
 

 

Township of Wainfleet 
“Wainfleet - find your country side!” 
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Mayor Gibson, echoed the sentiment.  “It’s amazing the level of excitement we’ve 
seen among community members – young and old alike – looking forward to 
something special in the Township,” he said.  “Years from now, I know people will 
still be talking about this and reminiscing about being there – this is a great 
community spirit event and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there.” 
 
The 13 For 13 Cultural Festival will rotate nightly during the 2022 Canada 
Games, changing from one municipality to another, and offer complimentary 
admission to all. 
  
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 
Time: 5:00pm - 10:00pm 
Location: Wainfleet Arena Park 
Admission: Free 
 
For more information on the Wainfleet event, visit:  

https://www.wainfleet.ca/13for13/  
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For more Information, contact:  
 
Mayor Kevin Gibson   905-899-3463  ext. 227 
Township of Wainfleet 
 
Meredith Ciuffetelli, Deputy Clerk  905-899-3463  ext. 275 
Township of Wainfleet 
 

https://www.wainfleet.ca/13for13/
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OntarioSheep 
FARMERS 

On behalf of Ontario's 2700 sheep farmers, I am reaching out to begin a dialogue with your municipality on 
the increasing challenge livestock farmers face in dealing with problem predators, and the role that 
Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGD) and your municipal dog control bylaws play in helping our farmers protect 
their sheep. 

Problem predators are an increasing challenge and cost for Ontario livestock farmers requiring considerable 
effort and resources on the part of farmers and the Ontario Sheep Farmers (OSF). The financial cost of 
predation not only costs farmers, in terms of preventative measures, such as fencing and LGD; it also costs 
Ontario taxpayers, with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) paying 
farmers over $717,000 in the 2021 FY for losses of livestock caused by wildlife. This cost does not include 
the cost borne by municipalities and OMAFRA in sending investigators out to farms and administering the 
program. Nor does this cover the costs of veterinarians to help those maimed by predators to recover, the 
production losses of animals who are stressed from predation and the mental health toll predation takes on 
the farmer. Without being able to properly protect livestock from predation, taxpayers should expect to 
see an increased incidence of predation and increased costs. 

Livestock guardian animals are one of the most common forms of predation prevention control used by 
Ontario sheep producers. These include Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGDs), donkeys, and llamas, with LGD 
being the most popular choice. However, there are instances when municipal by-laws hinder the efficient 
use of LGDs on farming operations as the by-laws are intended primarily for dogs kept for companionship, 
breeding, or non-working purposes. We have reviewed work done by several Ontario municipalities where 
LGDs have been specifically addressed when creating or revising existing by-laws. Below are some of the 
primary areas of concern and suggested options for consideration by your municipality. 

Add Definition of Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGDs) and Herding Dogs to by-laws 
We propose that: 
"Livestock Guardian Dog" (LGD) be defined as a dog that works and/or lives with domestic farm animals 
(e.g. cattle, sheep, poultry) to protect them while repelling predators and is used exclusively for that 
purpose. 

"Herding Dog" means a dog that has been trained and is actively being used in a bona fide farming 
operation for the purposes of controlling livestock on the farm. 

There are different breeds of LGDs of which the most popular breeds in Ontario include Great Pyrenees, 
Akbash, Kuvasz, Maremma and Anatolian Shepherd and crosses between these breeds. Although not an 
exhaustive list, dogs generally used for herding include Border Collies, Australian Shepherds, Blue & Red 
Heelers and Huntaways. 
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Dog Registration/Licensing Requirements 
Paying annual dog registration/license fees for numerous working farm dogs can become ;:i significant cost 
for sheep producers. We would encourage municipalities to exempt LGDs and herding dogs from annual 
license fees as is done in many jurisdictions for assistance/service dogs and working police dogs. The 
definition of 

Requirement for Dogs to Wear a Collar and Tag 
LGDs' instincts are to guard and follow the flock, sleeping and working outdoors in all kinds of weather. 
Collars can become snagged on branches or fences and become a skin irritant in hot or wet weather. We 
suggest that municipal by-laws allow owners to remove the collar and license tag (if applicable) from a 
guardian or herding dog while the dog is being actively used in farming practices provided that the owner 
uses an alternative means of identification linking the animal to the name and address of the owner, e.g. 
either a tattoo or microchip containing the required information. 

Requirements for Kennel Licensing and/or Limitation on Number of Dogs Kept 
In some areas bylaw requires a person with more than three dogs at the same premises to secure a kennel 
license. Coyotes are very smart and will lure the dogs away while the remaining coyotes kill the sheep or 
lambs from behind or will attack the dogs directly. It is not uncommon for farmers to have more than two 
LGDs, especially when they are training younger dogs. This is especially true in areas where there is heavy 
predation. As well, larger sheep flocks in Ontario (several over 1500 animals), require numerous dogs to 
provide adequate protection especially where higher numbers of predators are present. 

We would propose for your consideration that a person may keep more than three dogs at a premise 
without obtaining a kennel license provided: 

• the person is keeping sheep (or other livestock) upon the same premises. 
• the premises is on land that is zoned rural and agricultural. 
• the person provides proof of producer registration issued in the name recorded by the Ontario 

Sheep Farmers, Beef Farmers of Ontario, Ontario Goat, 
• the dogs are registered/licensed annually in accordance with relevant municipal by-laws (if 

required) 
• and that the dogs are LGDs and or herding dogs. 

Running At Large 
A dog shall not be running at large if it is a LGD and is on their leased or owned property. 

Barking Restrictions 
LGD are exempt from barking restrictions if actively engaged in guarding livestock against predators. Under 
the Farming and Food Production Protection Act farmers are protected from nuisance complaints made by 
neighbours provided they are following normal farming practices. The use of LGD on sheep farms is a 
widely used practice in Ontario and other sheep producing jurisdictions. 
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Aggressive/ Dangerous Dog designation 
LGD act aggressively and show aggression towards things they view as a threat to the livestock they are 
protecting. As such, an exemption, like that for police dogs should be considered. 

OSF wishes to work cooperatively with you to ensure that municipal bylaws take into consideration the use 
of LGD when developing their bylaws. We would be pleased to communicate with the appropriate 
municipal officials to review with you Ontario sheep producers' needs and concerns in this area. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

John Hemsted, 
Chair 
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Ontario Sheep 
FARMERS 

Livestock Guardian Dog use in Ontario 
Predation is a significant cost and ongoing threat to sheep flocks in Ontario. Preventative 
measures are the first line of defense for producers. Livestock Guardian Dogs are one of the most 
effective preventative measures available because they are actively protecting the flock 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 

Livestock Guardian Dogs have been used in Ontario since the 1960's. Their use has increased in 
the past 40 years as the province's coyote population has increased and expanded throughout the 
entire province. Livestock Guardian Dog are now used by a great majority of sheep producers in 
Ontario to protect their flocks from predation by (primarily) coyotes, but also wolves, bears and 
other wildlife. 

Livestock Guardian Dogs live with the sheep flock. 

They provide protection to the flock by patrolling pastures, marking the perimeter of their 
territory. They also bark, run at, and try to intimidate any threats to the livestock they are 
protecting, which in this case is sheep. 

Barking is one of the primary means by which livestock guardian dogs provide protection to the 
sheep flock. It is their way of communicating with other canines, and the guarding bark warns 
predators to avoid the area. Because dogs' sense of smell and hearing are many times more acute 
than that of humans, they often appear to be "barking" at nothing, when in fact, they hear, or 
smell something that humans are not able to. 

Except perhaps for sheep flocks totally confined to barns with no access to outdoors, very few 
sheep flocks would survive predation attacks if it weren't for the effectiveness of livestock 
guardian dogs. 

Ontario Sheep Farmers (OSF) considers the use of livestock guardian dogs to provide protection to 
livestock against predation as a normal farm practice. 

The Farm and Food Production Protection Act (administered by Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs) defines normal farm practice as a farming practice which: 

• is consistent with proper, acceptable customs and standards of similar operations; or 
• uses innovative technology according to proper, advanced farm management practices. 

The Farm and Food Production Protection Act was established to promote and protect agricultural 
uses and normal farm practices in agricultural areas, in a way that balances the needs of the 
agricultural community with provincial health, safety and environmental concerns . 

• OntarioSheep.org 
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“MAKING ONTARIO A SAFER PLACE FROM FIRE.” 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2022 
 
TO:   Ontario Fire Chiefs 
 Municipal CAOs 
 
FROM: Jon Pegg 
 Chair, Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council 
  
SUBJECT:   Firefighter Certification 
 
 
On July 1, 2022, O. Reg. 343/22: Firefighter Certification came into force in the Province of 
Ontario. 
 
Following the consultation period, the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council (FMPFSC) Board 
of Directors has been working with the Office of the Fire Marshal to understand the 
requirements of the certification regulation and its impact on Ontario’s fire services.  Over the 
course of the next 4 to 6 years, departments will be required to certify their members to the 
level of fire protection service established by their municipality.   
 
It became apparent in our discussions and understanding of feedback provided throughout the 
regulation’s consultation period that municipalities were seeking financial support to assist with 
the requirements under O. Reg. 343/22.  Some departments will require online access to 
training material whereas others will be required to purchase textbooks to support their 
members in achieving certification. 
 
Today, on behalf of the FMPFSC, I am pleased to announce the creation of a $750,000 grant to 
support firefighter certification in Ontario.  This grant will be provided over three years and is 
open to all Ontario fire departments who can demonstrate a need for educational materials to 
support training and certifying their members.  The grant will be administered through the 
FMPFSC’s Distribution Centre with details to follow on the application process and what 
materials will be eligible as part of this funding.   
 
The FMPFSC has worked closely with both Jones and Bartlett and the International Fire Service 
Training Association (IFSTA) to provide a suite of both hard copy and online materials that will 
benefit the fire service in meeting the requirements of the regulation.   
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The Board and FMPFSC is honoured to be able to provide this funding to the fire service in 
Ontario and will continue to look for opportunities to give back to the Ontario fire service to 
continue to support a fire safe Ontario.  
 
It would be appreciated if fire chiefs could share the news of this grant with their training 
officers and others so that thought can be given on what is needed at the local level to support 
training and certification.   
 
Details on the grant application process will be available through Jamie Kovacs, Executive 
Director, in the coming weeks.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jon Pegg 
Chair 
 
cc:  Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs 
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