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To: Brian Grant
Subject: Wainfleet letter-2025

 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: "Gwenn Alves (via Google Docs)" <gwennralves@gmail.com>  
Date: 2025-09-18 11:34 a.m. (GMT-05:00)  
To: Brian Grant <BGrant@wainfleet.ca>  
Subject: Wainfleet letter-2025  
 

Gwenn Alves attached a document 

Gwenn Alves (gwennralves@gmail.com) has attached the following 

document: 

 

Wainfleet letter-2025 
Snapshot of the item below: 
September 15, 2025  

 
To: Mayor Brian Grant and Wainfleet Councillors,  
On behalf of Birchway Niagara and Canadian Federation of University 

Women Welland and District, we look forward to your continued participation in 
the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence campaign which 
begins Tuesday, November 25, the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women and ends December 10, International Human Rights 
Day.  
We are asking you to proclaim November 25th as the International Day for the 
End of Violence Against Women and to raise a Wrapped in Courage flag 
(purple) to create awareness and promote gender equality.  
As well, we are requesting permission to display Red dresses on the tree in 
front of the library, to acknowledge Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls and 2S+ (MMIWG2S+) . This is an opportunity for each mayor 
and council to issue a reaffirming statement of support and promote 
awareness of this violence and the need for resources and help for victims.  
Please inform us at what time you will be raising the flag on the 25th and we 
will be there to support you and to  provide a speaker if you wish. Below is a 
suggested proclamation for use as you decide.  
We wish to thank you for your consideration of this request and for all you 
have done other years to raise awareness of domestic violence and to 
support our organizations. If there is additional information which we can 
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provide, please let us know. If your town is planning any additional activities 
during the 16 Days of Activism, we will be happy to participate and assist in 
any way possible.  
Please confirm your receipt of this email.  
Sincerely,  
Gwenn Alves  
Advocacy Committee CFUW Welland and District  
gwennralves@gmail.com 905-892-6988 
The Town of Wainfleet does hereby proclaim NOVEMBER 25th as The 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women  
WHEREAS November is Woman Abuse Prevention Month and 
November 25th is the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women; and  
WHEREAS violence is the greatest gender inequality rights issue for women, 
girls, and gender-diverse individuals, and our community is committed to 
ending femicide and all forms of gender-based violence; and  
WHEREAS femicide rates are on the rise in Ontario; and  
Whereas 37 different cities and towns in Ontario had a femicide occur in 
their community last year; and  
WHEREAS Indigenous, Black, South Asian, and Southeast Asian women and 
girls continue to experience high rates of violence, including femicide; and  
WHEREAS men’s violence has taken the lives of women and girls across 
the lifespan with femicide victims in the 2023/24 femicide list ranging 
between the ages of 2 months old to 89 years old; and  
WHEREAS this month and throughout the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence, we acknowledge our community’s support of the Wrapped in 
Courage campaign and commitment to ending gender-based violence; and  
WHEREAS there is an urgent need for greater investment and action to 
end gender-based violence in our community and throughout Ontario by 
all three levels of Government; and  
WHEREAS a Wrapped in Courage Campaign flag will be raised during 
Woman Abuse Prevention Month in recognition that the courage of a woman 
alone is not enough, it takes an entire community to end gender-based 
violence;  
Now, therefore, I, Mayor Brian Grant,  proclaim and declare that November 
25th, 2025 shall be known as  
“The International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women”  
and urge all citizens to recognize this day by taking action to support 
survivors and becoming part of Ontario-wide efforts to end gender-based 
violence. 

 

Does this item look suspicious? Report 
 
Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA 
You have received this email because gwennralves@gmail.com shared a 
document with you from Google Docs. 
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From: Tracy Lynn Bell <Tracy.Lynn.Bell@hotmail.com>
Sent: September 22, 2025 7:05 PM
To: Amber Chrastina
Subject: Waving Fees for Pavilion 

Hi Amber 
 
It’s Tracy-Lynn from Quad Niagara. I would like to know if you can take this to council and ask, if possible, to wave the 
fees for October 3rd and 4th for our Breast Cancer Event. We have provided insurance that was requested. This will be 
my third year doing the event. It would be greatly appropriated if we could have the support from Wainfleet pertaining 
to this matter.  
 
With great thanks, 
Tracy-Lynn 
 
President of Quad Niagara  

Received September 22, 2025 
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September 22, 2025 
SENT ELECTRONICALLY 

City of Hamilton 
Haldimand County 
Regional Municipality of Niagara 
Local Area Municipalities 

RE: Watershed Monitoring Technical Report 2024 

At the NPCA’s Full Authority Meeting held on September 19, 2025, the following resolution was 
passed: 

Resolution No. FA-93-2025 
Moved by: Robert Foster 
Seconded by: Mark Tadeson 

THAT Report No. FA-46-25 RE: Watershed Monitoring Technical Report 2024 BE 
RECEIVED; 

AND THAT a copy of this report BE CIRCULATED to NPCA watershed 
municipalities, Indigenous partners, local Public Health Units, Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR), Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), 
and Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC).  

A copy of Report No. FA-46-25 has been attached for your convenience, and the NPCA Watershed 
Monitoring Technical Report can be found here.  

The Watershed Monitoring & Reporting team is available to present findings and best practices to 
support restoration efforts in the community. If Council or staff are interested in learning more about the 
results and supporting initiatives, please reach out via email at mdavis@npca.ca. 

Sincerely, 

Melanie Davis 
Manager, Office of the CAO & Board 
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 

cc: Natalie Green, Director, Watershed Strategies & Climate Change 
Joshua Diamond, Manager, Watershed Monitoring & Reporting 

Received September 22, 2025 
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Report To: Board of Directors 

Subject: Watershed Monitoring Technical Report 2024 

Report No: FA-46-25 

Date:  September 19, 2025 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommendations: 

THAT Report No. FA-46-25 RE: Watershed Monitoring Technical Report 2024 
BE RECEIVED; 

AND THAT a copy of this report BE CIRCULATED to NPCA watershed municipalities, 
Indigenous partners, local Public Health Units, Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), and Environment and 
Climate Change Canada (ECCC).  

Purpose: 

To provide an overview of the key findings presented in the Watershed Monitoring Technical 
Report 2024, which highlights Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority’s (NPCA) 
environmental monitoring program, provides insight into the health of the watershed, and 
offers recommendations to improve environmental conditions. 

Background: 

For decades NPCA has led several monitoring initiatives across the watershed (e.g., surface 
water quality) and has become a trusted source of scientific information. As part of its 
commitments in the 2021–2031 Strategic Plan and with Board endorsement (through 
resolution FA-88-2024), NPCA launched its enhanced Integrated Watershed Monitoring 
Program (IWMP) in 2024 to improve and coordinate monitoring efforts across its watershed 
jurisdiction. The primary goal of the IWMP is to comprehensively assess the ecological 
health and resilience of the NPCA watershed through coordinated monitoring initiatives that 
support evidence-based conservation and watershed management strategies. 

The IWMP is comprised of three core program areas: Long-Term Watershed Monitoring 
(i.e., surface water, groundwater, hydrometrics (water quantity), and terrestrial ecosystems), 
Corporate Support Services (monitoring for NPCA-specific needs), and Monitoring Service 
Provider (environmental monitoring services to its watershed partners such as 
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municipalities, provincial and federals agencies as well as private companies). Together, 
these components form a cohesive framework for delivering effective and integrated 
watershed monitoring across the NPCA’s jurisdiction. 

Discussion: 

The 2024 Watershed Monitoring Technical Report provides a comprehensive overview of 
the most recent environmental monitoring results of the NPCA’s IWMP. Data collected 
through the program informs watershed health assessments, identifies pollution sources, 
and supports flood forecasting. The complete report can be found on the NPCA’s website: 
https://npca.ca/watershed-health#water-quality-monitoring 

A summary of the findings for each of the core program areas is provided below. Appendix 
1 Watershed Monitoring: Highlights and Key Insights is a plain-language summary of the 
report to further support information sharing with the community and other interested parties. 

Long-Term Monitoring Program 

Surface Water Quality Monitoring 

NPCA monitors surface water quality monthly across 84 stations during the ice-free season, 
using chemical indicators such as chloride, nitrate, phosphorus, suspended solids, metals, 
and E. coli to calculate the Canadian Water Quality Index. In addition, benthic invertebrates 
are used as biological indicators of stream health due to their sensitivity to localized 
environmental conditions.  

Monitoring results show that many watercourses in the Niagara Peninsula watershed exhibit 
poor or impaired water quality, primarily due to pollutants from both non-point sources (e.g., 
agriculture, septic systems, road salt) and point sources (e.g., urban stormwater runoff, 
combined sewer overflows). However, watercourses influenced by groundwater discharge, 
the Great Lakes, or located in well-forested areas, tend to have better water quality ratings. 

Groundwater Quality Monitoring 

NPCA collects groundwater quality data from 46 monitoring wells, including 15 wells from 
the Provincial Groundwater Monitoring Network (PGMN) and 31 NPCA-operated wells. 
These wells are distributed across the watershed to assess ambient conditions in various 
bedrock and overburden aquifers.  

Monitoring results show that groundwater quality is highly variable, with some wells 
exceeding Ontario Drinking Water Standards. Most exceedances are attributed to naturally 
occurring geological conditions and have been investigated through MECP protocols, with 
notifications sent to the appropriate local Public Health Department. One monitoring well, 
however, showed elevated nitrate levels linked to anthropogenic sources. This exceedance 
has also been investigated by MECP and public health authorities.  The required follow-up 
action, as part of the PGMN exceedance notification protocol, is for NPCA to continue 

https://npca.ca/watershed-health#water-quality-monitoring
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notifying the owner of the monitoring well about the ongoing or new groundwater quality 
exceedance. 

Terrestrial Quality Monitoring 

NPCA’s newly developed terrestrial monitoring was implemented to assess ecological 
integrity across the watershed. In 2024, a statistical power analysis was conducted to guide 
the design of the program, ensuring appropriate sampling effort, time scale, and resource 
allocation. Forests, wetlands, and birds were identified as key components for long-term 
monitoring. Based on this analysis, NPCA initiated the first phase of its forest monitoring 
program, establishing 30 deciduous forest plots within its conservation areas (17 installed 
in 2024 and 13 added in 2025). These plots follow standardized Ecological Monitoring and 
Assessment Network protocols to track forest health indicators such as species 
composition, tree health, regeneration, invasive species presence, and coarse woody 
debris. This data will support adaptive management and inform broader conservation 
planning across the watershed. 

Hydrometric Monitoring 

NPCA’s Hydrometric Monitoring Program is a critical component of its watershed monitoring 
efforts, providing continuous data on surface water quantity and climate conditions. The 
program includes 21 water level stations, 7 flow stations, 11 precipitation stations, 7 wind 
stations, and 7 snow monitoring sites, with readings taken every 5 to 15 minutes or 
seasonally, as appropriate. This data supports NPCA’s mandated Flood Forecasting and 
Warning function under the Conservation Authorities Act and O. Reg. 686/21, enabling 
timely flood messaging to municipalities and media when flooding is possible or imminent. 
These flooding advisories help local governments activate emergency response plans and 
protect public safety.  

While hydrometric data is not included in the watershed monitoring technical report, real-
time and historical streamflow and water level information is available through the NPCA’s 
online Flooding and Stream Flow Monitoring portal at www.npca.ca/watershed-
health#flooding-stream-flow-monitoring. 

Corporate Support Services 

The Corporate Support Services program area is comprised of several monitoring 
projects/programs that provide NPCA staff with crucial data to inform operational activities 
across multiple departments and divisions. The type and number of Corporate Support 
Services that the NPCA implements is dynamic and driven by its program and project needs. 

In 2024, this program area included conservation area water quality monitoring, 
conservation area ecological studies, conservation area beach monitoring, and Lake 
Niapenco Perfluorinated Compound Monitoring. 

http://www.npca.ca/watershed-health#flooding-stream-flow-monitoring
http://www.npca.ca/watershed-health#flooding-stream-flow-monitoring
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Monitoring Service Provider 

The IWMP’s Monitoring Service Provider program area enables NPCA staff to respond to 
the needs of its watershed partners such as municipalities, provincial and federals agencies 
as well as private companies to provide high-quality, cost-effective environmental monitoring 
services. Through NPCA’s dedicated team of experts specializing in hydrometric, 
groundwater, surface water, and terrestrial monitoring and trained to utilize state-of-the-art 
technologies, monitoring protocols, and data analyses, NPCA is readily equipped to provide 
environmental monitoring services for a variety of needs.  

In 2024, NPCA provided monitoring services for the following projects: Hamilton 
International Airport Monitoring, Glanbrook Landfill Monitoring, and the Unrated Drain 
Classification Fish Sampling Program under the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO). 

Conclusion & Next Steps: 

Overall, findings indicate that watershed health remains degraded due to historical impacts, 
but targeted restoration efforts—such as nutrient management, riparian buffer expansion, 
and forest cover enhancement—can help reverse these trends over time. To build on the 
progress made through the IWMP, NPCA will continue to invest in and expand its monitoring 
efforts to support watershed health and strategic priorities. Continued monitoring is essential 
to track progress, guide decision-making, and ensure alignment with provincial and federal 
water quality standards.  

Key next steps include communicating with partners and other interested parties to share 
information about IWMP findings, maintaining long-term monitoring programs to ensure up-
to-date data, continuing to enhance data management systems, and strengthening 
partnerships with internal and external stakeholders.  

Financial Implications: 

There are no financial implications associated with the receipt of the Watershed Monitoring 
Technical Report for 2024. NPCA’s Integrated Watershed Monitoring Program is included 
in the annual operating budgets. 

Links to Policy/Strategic Plan: 

Goal 1.1: Support evidence-based decision-making for climate-resilient watersheds and 
shorelines. 

Related Reports and Appendices: 

Appendix 1: Watershed Monitoring: Highlights and Insights 



Report No. FA-46-25  
Watershed Monitoring Technical Report 2024 

Page 5 of 5 

Authored by: 

Original Signed by: 

Joshua Diamond, M.Sc. C.Tech.  
Manager, Watershed Monitoring and Reporting 

Reviewed by:  

Original Signed by: 

Natalie Green, M.Sc., PMP 
Director, Watershed Strategies & Climate Change 

Submitted by:   

Original Signed by: 

Leilani Lee-Yates, BES, MSPL.RPD, MCIP, RPP 
Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-Treasurer 



WATERSHED MONITORING: HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS

PROGRAM 
GOALS 
Establish baseline conditions by 
understanding natural variability 
and ecological thresholds in the 
Niagara Peninsula watershed. 

Assess temporal and spatial 
conditions of aquatic and 
terrestrial resources against 
established baselines. 

Identify potential stressors 
and emerging threats for 
management through other 
programs. 

Surface Water 

Surface water chemistry monitored 
monthly at 84 stations during the ice-free 
season. Using indicators like chloride, 
nitrate, phosphorus, suspended solids, 
metals, and E. coli, staff calculate the 
Canadian Water Quality Index to provide a 
standardized rating. This monitoring helps 
assess watershed health, identify pollution 
sources, and guide effective management 
and restoration. 

Groundwater 

Groundwater quality data is collected 
from 46 monitoring wells (15 from the 
Provincial Groundwater Monitoring 
Network and 31 operated by NPCA). This 
monitoring assesses conditions in bedrock 
and overburden aquifers, helping evaluate 
aquifer health, detect contaminants, and 
ensure safe groundwater for communities.

Terrestrial

NPCA’s terrestrial monitoring program 
assesses ecological integrity through 
standardized forest plots, tracking forest 
health to support long-term conservation 
planning. 

Hydrometric 

NPCA’s hydrometric monitoring collects 
continuous water level and climate data to 
support flood forecasting and public safety 
across the watershed.

• Most sites show poor water quality
due to levels of phosphorus, E. coli,
and chlorides.

• The best water quality is found in the
Upper Twelve Mile Creek, one site in
the Upper Welland River, and areas
influenced by the Great Lakes.

• Areas with natural cover (e.g., forests,
wetlands, riparian zones) generally 
have better water quality than those  
without. 

INTERESTING FACT: Monitoring 
of aquatic bugs that live in the 
sediment as well as fisheries 
provide additional information 
about the biological condition 
waterbodies. 

• Most groundwater monitoring
stations meet Ontario Drinking
Water Standards.

• Any exceedances are generally due
to natural conditions (e.g., bedrock).

• One groundwater well in Pelham
exceeds nitrate levels, likely due
to human sources (e.g. fertilizer
application).

• Terrestrial monitoring is an
enhanced program area with data
collection initiated in 2025.

• Monitoring network established
across the watershed, starting with
30 deciduous forest plots in
conservation areas.

• Data will inform long-term
watershed management.

• Informs flood forecasting and
warning across the watershed.

• Real-time and historical streamflow
and water level data are available
through NPCA’s online Flooding and
Stream Flow Monitoring portal.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?  

•	 Plant native vegetation 

•	 Limit pesticide & fertilizer use 

•	 Don’t oversalt your driveway – a little goes a long way 

•	 Pick up pet waste and dispose in the trash 

•	 Regularly maintain your septic system 

•	 Install rain barrels or rain gardens to conserve water 

•	 Don’t litter and properly dispose of household chemicals  

•	 Volunteer with conservation activities 

Report a problem

REPORTING POLLUTION: Contact MECP Spills Action Centre at 
1-800-268-6060 or online here: report-pollution.ene.gov.on.ca    

FOR FISH DIE-OFF: Contact Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 
Fish Die-Off Hotline at 1-800-387-7011 

Learn More 

Full Technical Report – available on NPCA website 
Data Requests – watershedmonitoring@npca.ca or scan below
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

HUNICII'Alln ()f 

SHUNIAH 
Resolution No.: ;].qs, ;;~.s 

Date: Sep 23. 2025 

SecondedBy: __ --~· ~[2(~- ---------------------------------------
THAT Council hereby receives and supports the resolution from Perry regarding Increased Income 
Support Thresholds for Veterans; 

AND THAT Council directs the Clerk to forward a copy of this resolution to Prime Minister Mark Carney, 
Minister of Veterans Affairs Jill Mcknight, Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada Pierre Poilievre, 
Leader of the Bloc Quebecois Yves-Francais Blanchet, Member of Parliament for Thunder Bay Superior­
North Patty Hajdu, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO), and all Ontario Municipalities; 

AND THAT the same be filed in the Clerk's Office. 

~ried D Defeated DAmended D Deferred 

re 
Munici of Shuniah, 420 Leslie Avenue, Thunder 
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